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500

v

Tuning a receive frequency of a scanning receiver in a
remote unit to receive signals in a frequency band,

wherein the scanning receiver is tunable to receive —902
signals in a plurality of frequency bands
Measuring characteristics of the signals received in the 504

plurality of frequency bands

Transmitting the measured characteristics to a system controller |—506

Setting transmission power and uplink gain for at least
one transceiver based on the measured characteristics, |
where the at least one transceiver is configured to 508
communicate radio frequency signals with mobile devices

END

FIG. 5



U.S. Patent Apr. 5, 2016 Sheet 5 of 7 US 9,306,682 B2

600

( BEGIN )

Transmitting a signal in a frequency band from a first
transceiver in a first remote unit

— 602

Tuning a second scanning receiver in a second remote

unit to the frequency band, wherein the second remote unit [~—604
includes the second scanning receiver and a second transceiver

Determining a power level of the signal received 606
at the second remote unit

Adjusting a transmission power level of the first transceiver
in the first remote unit based on the determined power level

—608

END

FIG. 6
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700

( BEGIN )

Receiving a signal from an external signal source,
where the external signal source communicates with the —~702
distributed antenna system by communicating with a remote unit

Monitoring a limiter in the remote unit —704

Determining how often the signal engages the limiter —706

Adjusting a gain level for received signals in the
remote unit based on the determination —708
of how often the signal engages the limiter

END

FIG. 7
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800

( BEGIN )

Monitoring operation of a remote unit in the
distributed antenna system

—3802

Determining when a failure occurs in the remote unit —804

Generating an alarm, wherein the alarm notifies a system
controller for the distributed antenna system that a ~—806
failure has occurred in the remote unit

Adjusting the operation of adjacent remote units in the

distributed antenna system to compensate for the failure in  —808
the remote unit, wherein the adjacent

remote units are spatially adjacent to the remote unit

END

FIG. 8
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR A
SELF-OPTIMIZING DISTRIBUTED
ANTENNA SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

A Distributed Antenna System (DAS) is a network of spa-
tially separated antenna nodes connected to a common node
via a transport medium that provides wireless service within
a geographic area or structure. Common wireless communi-
cation system configurations employ a host unit as the com-
mon node, which is located at a centralized location (for
example, at a facility that is controlled by a wireless service
provider). The antenna nodes and related broadcasting and
receiving equipment, located at a location that is remote from
the host unit (for example, at a facility or site that is not
controlled by the wireless service provider), are also referred
to as “remote units.” Radio frequency (RF) signals are com-
municated between the host unit and one or more remote
units. In such a DAS, the host unit is typically communica-
tively coupled to one or more base stations (for example, via
wired connections or via wireless connection) which allow
bidirectional communications between wireless subscriber
units within the DAS service area and communication net-
works such as, but not limited to, cellular phone networks, the
public switch telephone network (PSTN) and the Internet. A
DAS can provide, by its nature, an infrastructure within a
community that can scatter remote units across a geographic
area for providing wireless services across that area.

When a DAS is deployed, the different remote units are
placed in different environments. In particular, each remote
unit is located at a position that is subject to a different radio
frequency environment. Frequently, these different environ-
ments are caused by the different RF signal sources located in
the RF environment. For example, RF signal sources include
wireless terminals in communication with the DAS, other
remote units in the DAS, sources that provide interfering RF
energy, and the like. The different RF environments associ-
ated with the individual remote units can negatively affect the
operation of the DAS.

For the reasons stated above and for other reasons stated
below which will become apparent to those skilled in the art
upon reading and understanding the specification, there is a
need in the art for systems and methods for adjusting the
remote units after deployment to adapt to different operating
environments.

SUMMARY

The Embodiments of the present invention provide meth-
ods and systems that address the adjusting of the remote units
to adapt the different remote units to different operating envi-
ronments and will be understood by reading and studying the
following specification.

Systems and methods for a self-optimizing distributed
antenna system are provided. In certain embodiments, a dis-
tributed antenna system comprises a host unit configured to
control the operation of the distributed antenna system; and a
plurality of remote units coupled to the host unit. In at least
one embodiment, a remote unit in the plurality of remote
antenna units comprises a scanning receiver configured to
receive signals in a plurality of frequency bands; at least one
transceiver configured to transmit and receive signals in a
frequency band in the plurality of frequency bands; and a
remote unit controller configured to control an uplink gain
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2

level of the at least one transceiver and tune the scanning
receiver to a frequency band in the plurality of frequency
bands.

DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention can be more easily
understood and further advantages and uses thereof more
readily apparent, when considered in view of the description
of the preferred embodiments and the following figures in
which:

FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating a distributed antenna
system according to one embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a remote unit accord-
ing to one embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of a transceiver in a
remote unit according to one embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of a scanning receiver in
a remote unit according to one embodiment; and

FIGS. 5-8 are flow diagrams of methods for adjusting the
performance of a distributed antenna system according to one
embodiment.

In accordance with common practice, the various
described features are not drawn to scale but are drawn to
emphasize features relevant to the present invention. Refer-
ence characters denote like elements throughout figures and
text.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in
which is shown by way of specific illustrative embodiments in
which the invention may be practiced. These embodiments
are described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the
art to practice the invention, and it is to be understood that
other embodiments may be utilized and that logical, mechani-
cal and electrical changes may be made without departing
from the scope of the present invention. The following
detailed description is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting
sense.

Embodiments described in the present disclosure provide
for a distributed antenna system (DAS) that is able to adjust
the operation of the remote units according to the spectral
environment in which the different remote units are deployed.
For example, during the startup phase of the DAS, each
remote unit scans the spectral environment for each fre-
quency band assigned to the individual remote unit. The
remote units will identify if a base station or other interfering
signal is present. Further, the DAS uses the remote units to
compare the transmission power of the separate remote units
against one another. A system controller of the DAS uses
information gathered through the remote units to adjust the
transmission power and uplink gain during the startup phase
of the DAS.

Also, the DAS adjusts the operation of the remote units to
different spectral environments during the operational phase
of the DAS. In the operational phase, the system controller
uses information provided by the main transceivers in the
remote units to adjust the performance. For example, remote
units monitor uplink signal strength and keep record of how
often a limiter in the main transceiver engages. If the limiter
engages enough times within a time period, the uplink gain of
the transceiver is adjusted. Further, If one of the remote units
experiences a failure, an alarm is generated and the system
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controller adjusts the performance of neighboring remote
units to compensate for the failure, until the failed remote unit
can be fixed or replaced.

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a distributed antenna
system (DAS) 100 for receiving and distributing radio fre-
quency signals within a coverage area in one embodiment
described in the present disclosure. DAS 100 shown in FIG. 1
includes a host unit 102 coupled to a plurality of remote units
108-110. Host unit 102 and remote units 108-110 are com-
municatively coupled together via a plurality of communica-
tion links. In certain implementations, a hub unit 106 is
coupled between remote units 108-110 and host unit 102,
where hub unit 106 relays signals between host unit 102 and
remote units 108-110. For example, hub unit 106 receives a
downstream signals from host unit 102 and distributes the
downstream signals to remote units 108-110. Further, hub
unit 106 receives upstream signals from remote units 108-110
and combines them into a composite signal that is provided to
host unit 102.

In one embodiment, host unit 102 is communicatively
coupled to hub unit 106 and remote units 108-110 with a fiber
optic cable. Optionally, host unit 102 is coupled to hub unit
106 and remote units 108-110 through a coaxial cable, a
combination of both coaxial cable and fiber optic cable, wire-
less millimeter wave links (e.g. E Band/70 GHz radio), or
wireless microwave radio links. Suitable transmission
devices (e.g., optical transceiver, millimeter signal transceiv-
ers, microwave radio transceiver) can be coupled to hub unit
106, remote units 108-110 and host unit 102 for transmission
over a given medium. Remote units 108-110 include elec-
tronic components to wirelessly transmit and receive modu-
lated radio frequency (RF) communications via antennas 114
between one or more mobile devices 112.

In certain embodiments, host unit 102 is coupled to at least
one base transceiver station (BTS) 104. BTS 104 communi-
cates voice and other data signals between the respective host
unit 102 and a larger communication network (for example,
the public switched telephone network, wireless service pro-
vider networks, or the Internet). In one embodiment, DAS
100 comprises part of a cellular telephone network and
mobile devices 112 are cellular telephones. BTS 104 and host
unit 102 are interconnected via coaxial cable, fiber optic
cable, wireless communication links, or any combination
thereof.

For downstream communication signals, BTS 104 gener-
ates a downstream RF signal for transmission to a mobile
device 112 and sends the downstream RF signal to host unit
102. In another example, instead of generating an RF signal,
BTS 104 can generate baseband digital RF samples and send
the baseband digital RF samples to host unit 102. Generally,
host unit 102 receives the downstream signal from BTS 104
and generates a downstream transport signal from the down-
stream signal received from BTS 104.

The downstream transport signal is sent, via hub unit 106,
to one or more of remote units 108-110. Alternatively, host
unit 102 sends the downstream transport signal directly to
remote units 108-110. In at least one example, the down-
stream transport signal is simulcast to remote units 108-110.
A remote unit 108-110 receives the downstream transport
signal and constructs a downstream RF signal from the down-
link transport signal. Remote units 108-110 then radiate the
downstream RF signal from antennas 114 coupled to Remote
units 108-110.

In the uplink, upstream RF signals can be received at one or
more remote units 108-110 from a mobile device 112.
Remote units 108-110 generate an upstream transport signal
based on the upstream RF signals received. Remote units
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108-110 send the upstream transport signals to hub unit 106.
In one embodiment, hub unit 106 receives the upstream trans-
port signals from remote units 108 and 109 and sums the
received upstream transport signals to create a summed
upstream transport signal. The summed upstream transport
signal is then sent from hub unit 106 to host unit 102. Host
unit 102 receives an upstream transport signal from each of
remote units 108-110 and any summed upstream transport
signals received from hub unit 106 and sums the upstream
transport signals together to form a further summed upstream
transport signal. Host unit 102 then sends the summed
upstream transport signals to a BTS 103 over a broadband
transport medium, such as a coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, or
wireless medium.

In certain embodiments, because each remote unit 108-110
in DAS 100 is in a different RF environment, DAS 100 is able
to adapt the performance of the individual remote units 108-
110 according to the particular RF environment associated
with individual remote units 108-110. For example, one
exemplary remote unit 110 in DAS 100 may receive a strong
in-band signal from an interfering signal source 116, such as
another DAS or RF transmitter. Further, two remote units
108-109 can be located proximate to one another such that
when one of remote units 108-109 transmits a downstream
RF signal, the transmitted downstream RF signal interferes
with an upstream RF signal received by the other remote unit.
Also, a remote unit 108 may be located proximate to mobile
device 112, such that when mobile device 112 transmits, the
upstream RF signal is received by remote unit 108 at a power
level that causes amplifiers in remote unit 108 to saturate or
distort the received upstream RF signal.

To adapt the performance of the individual remote units
108-110 to the different environments containing remote
units 108-110, remote units 108-110 include a scanning
receiver 120 in conjunction with one or more main transceiv-
ers 118 and a remote unit controller 122 that controls the
operation of scanning receiver 120 and main transceivers 118.
For example, remote unit controller 122 controls the gain of
both the downstream and upstream transport signals through
main transceiver 118. Further, remote unit controller 122
controls the frequency band that is being received by scan-
ning receiver 120. In some implementations, controller 122
includes logic to receive measurements of upstream and
downstream power from main transceiver 118 and scanning
receiver 120 and adjust the gain of main transceiver 118
accordingly. In an alternative implementation, controller 122
communicates with host unit 102 or other system controller
that manages the operation of DAS 100. For example, con-
troller 122 sends measurements of received and transmitted
power to host unit 102 and receives commands from host unit
102 that instruct controller 122 to adjust the settings of main
transceiver 118 and scanning receiver 120. Through control-
ler 122, DAS 100 is able to adjust the performance of each
individual remote unit 108-110 according to the environment
containing each remote unit 108-110.

As mentioned above, DAS 100 is able to adjust perfor-
mance of remote units 108-110 to adapt the performance of
DAS 100 to a particular RF environment. For example, DAS
100 is able to adjust the transmission power of main trans-
ceivers 118 to overcome interfering signals transmitted from
an interfering signal source 116. To adjust the transmission
power of main transceivers 118, each remote unit 108-110
includes a scanning receiver 120. Scanning receiver 120 is
controlled by controller 122 and, in certain implementations,
operates during the startup phase of DAS 100. When scanning
receiver 120 operates during the startup phase of DAS 100,
controller 122 directs scanning receiver 120 to check multiple
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frequency bands for interfering signals in the environment. If
there are interfering signals present, scanning receiver 120
measures the power of the interfering signal. As scanning
receiver 120 checks multiple frequency bands for interfering
signals, scanning receiver 120 sends results to controller 122.
Controller 122 compiles the results into an information table
that indicates whether or not an interfering signal is present at
a particular frequency band and the power of any interfering
signals present at particular frequency bands. When scanning
receiver 120 has completed checking the RF environment of
remote unit 108-110 for interfering signals, controller 122
sends the compiled information table to host unit 102 or
another system controller. Host unit 102 then determines the
transmission gains for main transceiver 118 associated with
scanning receiver 120 and sends information back to control-
ler 122 that directs controller 122 to set the gains for the
different frequency bands transmitted and received by main
transceiver 118. The DAS 100 sets the gains of main trans-
ceiver 118, such that signals transmitted by main transceiver
118 will be able to overcome interfering signals within the
coverage area of the associated remote unit 108-110.

Further, during startup, DAS 100 adjusts the transmission
power of different remote units 108-110 to prevent transmis-
sions from different remote units 108-110 from interfering
with one another. For example, when DAS 100 is adjusting
the performance of remote unit 108 and remote unit 109 to
prevent transmissions from different remote units 108-110
from interfering with one another, host unit 102 or a system
controller will direct main transceiver 118 on remote unit 108
to transmit a signal at a particular frequency band and fixed
signal power. Also, host unit 102 will direct controller 122 on
remote unit 109 to tune scanning receiver 120 on remote unit
109 to the same frequency band associated with main trans-
ceiver 118 on remote unit 108. Scanning receiver 120 on
remote unit 109 will then measure the power of the signal
transmitted from remote unit 108 received at remote unit 109
and transmit the information to host unit 102 or the system
controller. If the power of the signal transmitted from remote
unit 108 is substantially high, such that the transmitted signal
from remote unit 108 would interfere with signals received
and transmitted at remote unit 109, host unit 102 will direct
remote unit 108 to decrease the power of transmitted signals.
The adjustment of transmission power between separate
remote units 108-110 decreases the amount of interference
between separate remote units 108-110. Also, host unit 102
checks the transmission power of other remote units 108-110
in DAS 100 and adjusts the transmission power accordingly.

During the operational phase of DAS 100, remote units
108-110 and DAS 100 use information provided by main
transceivers 118 on remote units 108-110 to monitor the
strength of upstream signals received from mobile device
112. To monitor the strength of upstream signals, controller
122 maintains a record of how often a limiter in main trans-
ceiver 118 engages in response to the strength of the received
upstream signal. If the limiter engages more than a predeter-
mined number of times, controller 122 will adjust the
upstream gain of main transceiver 118 such that the limiter
does not engage. In certain embodiments, the limiter engages
apredetermined number of times within a time period before
controller 122 adjusts the upstream gain of main transceiver
118. Further, in some implementations, controller 122 adjusts
the gain on main transceiver 118 for the frequency band that
is receiving the upstream signal that engages the limiter while
leaving the gain unadjusted for signals received on the other
frequency bands offered by main transceiver 118.

In a further embodiment, DAS 100 adjusts the performance
of remote units 108-110 when a remote unit 108-110 fails or
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communications in a frequency band offered by a remote unit
108-110 becomes unavailable due to a failure in remote unit
108-110. For example, when remote unit 109 fails, controller
122 on remote unit 109 generates an alarm and transmits the
alarm to host unit 102 or other system controller. Upon receiv-
ing the alarm, host unit 102 sends a command to controllers
122 on remote units 108 and 110 to increase the gain of main
transceivers 118 and, thus, increase the coverage area asso-
ciated with remote units 108 and 110 to compensate for the
coverage area lost by the failure of remote unit 109. In a
further exemplary implementation, when remote unit 109
experiences a failure that is isolated to a particular frequency
band, controller 122 on remote unit 109 generates an alarm
that indicates a particular frequency band has failed. Control-
ler 122 also transmits the alarm to host unit 102, where host
unit 102 responds by sending commands to remote units 108
and 110 to increase the gain of communications associated
with the failed frequency band on remote unit 109. Control-
lers 122 of remote units 108 and 110 adjust the gain of main
receivers 118 associated with the frequency band such that
remote units 108 and 110 increase their coverage area asso-
ciated with the particular frequency to compensate for the
coverage area lost by the failure of remote unit 109.

As discussed above, DAS 100 is able to adapt the perfor-
mance of remote units 108-110 to particular RF environ-
ments. For example, DAS 100 adjusts the gain of remote units
108-110 in response to the presence of an interfering signal
produced by an interfering signal source 116. Also, DAS 100
adjusts the gain of remote units 108-110 in response to the
signal strengths produced by neighboring remote units 108-
110. Further, DAS 100 adjusts the gain of remote units 108-
110 inresponse to strong signals produced by a mobile device
112 and, in some implementations, DAS 100 adjusts the
transmission gain of remote units 108-110 to compensate for
failures in a remote unit in remote units 108-110.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a remote unit 208
according to one embodiment. Remote unit 208 is an imple-
mentation of one of remote units 108-110 in FIG. 1. Similar to
remote units 108-110, remote unit 208 includes a controller
222 and an uplink scanning receiver 220 that function simi-
larly to the controller 122 and scanning receiver 120
described above in relation to FIG. 1. Further, remote unit 208
includes multiple transceivers 218-1-218-N, where each
transceiver 218-2-218-N is dedicated to receiving and trans-
mitting signal communications in a particular frequency band
through an antenna 114 connected to antenna ports in remote
unit 208. As described above in relation to FIG. 1, remote unit
208 communicates with ahost unit 102 or system controller to
help DAS 100 adapt to different remote unit environments. To
help DAS 100 adapt to different environments, remote unit
208 participates in multiple self-optimizing procedures. DAS
100 adjusts the performance of remote unit 208 in response to
areceived interfering signal. Also, DAS 100 adjusts the trans-
mission power of multiple remote units that are similar to
remote unit 208 in DAS 100. DAS 100 also monitors the
power of signals received by remote unit 208 to determine if
a strong signal is present. If a strong signal is being received
by remote unit 208, DAS 100 adjusts the uplink gain of a
transceiver in remote unit 208. Further, DAS 100 alters the
performance of other remote units when remote unit 208
becomes unable to transmit or receive through at least one
frequency band. In certain embodiments, DAS 100 performs
all or a portion of the above described selt-optimizing proce-
dures.

As has been described previously, remote unit 208 includes
anuplink scanning receiver 220, which functions similarly to
scanning receiver 120, described in FIG. 1. Further, uplink
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scanning receiver 220 offers an uplink receiving path that is
separate from the uplink reception paths offered through
transceivers 218-1-218-N. During normal operation of
remote unit 208, the transceivers 218-1-218-N are able to
send and receive signals in up to N different frequency bands.
In some implementations, these frequency bands include 700,
800, 900, Cell, PCS, AWS, and the like. When adjusting the
performance of remote unit 208 in response to interfering
signals, remote unit 208 monitors the RF environment to
detect the presence of an interfering signal in the frequency
bands used by transceivers 218-1-218-N. To monitor for the
interfering signals in each of the different frequency bands,
during the startup of DAS 100, controller 120 directs uplink
scanning receiver 220 to tune to each of the different fre-
quency bands offered by transceivers 218-1-218-N. Uplink
scanning receiver 220 converts the received analog signals for
each of the different frequency bands to a digital signal and
transmits the digital signals to controller 222 for further pro-
cessing.

In certain embodiments, controller 222 processes the digi-
tal signals received from uplink scanning receiver 220 to
build an information table that characterizes the interfering
signals present at the frequency bands over which transceiv-
ers 218-1-218-N communicate. For example, controller 222
is implemented as a field programmable gate array (FPGA), a
digital signal processor (DSP), a general purpose processor, a
microcontroller, or the like. Controller 222 processes the
digital signal to identify characteristics of the received signal
such as whether an interfering signal is present, the frequency
of' the signal, and the amplitude of the signal. To identify the
characteristics of the received signal, controller 222 pro-
cesses the digital signal by down converting the signal to base
band and then applying a fast Fourier transform (FFT), a
discrete Fourier transform (DFT), or the like. The data
acquired by the digital processing is then compiled in an
information table and transmitted to a system controller such
as host unit 102.

Upon receiving the information table, the system controller
determines what transmission power is needed for transceiv-
ers 218-1-218-N to overcome any identified interfering sig-
nals. When the system controller determines the transmission
power for transceivers 218-1-218-N, the system controller
sends any changes to the transmission power to controller
222, where upon, controller 222 changes the gains of trans-
ceivers 218-1-218-N according to the transmission power
levels determined by the system controller.

In at least one embodiment, controller 222 changes the
transmission power of transceivers 218-1-218-N in response
to a command from a system controller when DAS 100 is
adjusting the transmission power of multiple remote units in
relation to one another. To adjust the transmission power of
the multiple remote units in relation to one another, the sys-
tem controller for DAS 100 compares the transmission power
of adjacent remote units and determines if one of the remote
units is transmitting at a power over a particular frequency
band, such that the transmission from a remote unit will
interfere with the transmission from other remote units. To
determine how to adjust the transmission power of transceiv-
ers 218-1-218-N, remote unit 208 receives commands from
the system controller to tune uplink scanning receiver 220 to
particular frequency bands and also receives commands to
transmit signals from separate transceivers 218-1-218-N,
which are associated with particular frequency bands.

When remote unit 208 tunes uplink scanning receiver 220
to different frequency bands, controller 222 receives com-
mands from the system controller to tune uplink scanning
receiver 220 to a frequency band that corresponds with the
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frequency of a signal that is transmitted by an adjacent remote
unit. Uplink scanning receiver 220 receives the signal from
the neighboring remote unit, digitizes it and transmits the
signal to controller 222. Controller 222 processes the digi-
tized signal to acquire information about the transmission
power of the signal transmitted by the adjacent remote unit.
Controller 222 then transmits the information to the system
controller, where the system controller uses the information
to set the transmission power for the adjacent remote unit. In
certain embodiments, the system controller directs controller
222 to tune uplink scanning receiver 220 and acquire power
measurements for each frequency band in the adjacent remote
unit.

Further, transceivers 218-1-218-N transmit signals in their
associated frequency bands, where the transmission power of
the signals are measured by an uplink scanning receiver in an
adjacent remote unit. In one implementation, transceivers
218-1-218-N transmit their respective signals simultaneously
while the uplink scanning receiver in the adjacent remote unit
tunes to the frequency bands associated with individual trans-
ceivers 218-1-218-N. The adjacent remote unit measures the
transmission power at the adjacent remote unit and transmits
the measurements to the system controller, the system con-
troller uses the measurements to determine any adjustments
that should be made to the transmission power of transceivers
218-1-218-N. If adjustments are to be made, the system con-
troller transmits the adjustments to controller 222. Controller
222 then adjusts the transmission power of transceivers 218-
1-218-N. By adjusting the transmission power of transceivers
218-1-218-N based on measurements of power at adjacent
remote units, DAS 100 is able to prevent signals transmitted
from neighboring remote units from interfering with one
another.

Further, as described above, remote unit 208 also adjusts
the operation of the transceivers 218-1-218-N during the
operational phase of DAS 100. Remote unit 208 adjusts the
uplink gain of transceivers 218-1-218-N during the opera-
tional phase by monitoring a limiter that engages when an
uplink signal received by transceivers 218-1-218-N is greater
than a predefined signal level. If the limiter engages too
frequently for a particular frequency band, controller 222
decreases the uplink gain of the particular transceiver in trans-
ceivers 218-1-218-N that receives the signal that engages the
limiter. The adjustments to the operation of transceivers 218-
1-218-N based on the engagement of the limiter allow remote
unit 208 to compensate for a signal produced by a mobile
device that is too close to remote unit 208, or a mobile device
that transmits signals at a higher power level.

In certain embodiments, when remote unit 208 experiences
a failure, controller 222 on remote unit 208 generates an
alarm that notifies the system controller for DAS 100 that a
failure has occurred and also indicates the nature of the fail-
ure, such that DAS 100 can adjust the performance of remote
units adjacent to remote unit 208 to compensate for the failure
in remote unit 208. For example, when remote unit 208 expe-
riences a complete failure, an alarm is generated either by
remote unit 208, which is subsequently communicated to the
system controller, or the alarm is generated by the system
controller (in the case that the system controller is unable to
communicate with remote unit 208). The system controller
will then adjust the performance of adjacent remote units to
compensate for the failure of remote unit 208 for all fre-
quency bands provided by remote unit 208. In another exem-
plary embodiment, the remote unit 208 experiences a failure
related to a particular frequency band. To compensate for the
failure, remote unit 208 generates an alarm and transmits the
alarm to the system controller, where the alarm also indicates
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the frequency band associated with the failure. The system
controller of DAS 100 adjusts the transmission power of
adjacent remote units for the frequency band associated with
the failure on remote unit 208, such that the adjacent remote
units compensate for the failure.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a transceiver 318 accord-
ing to one embodiment. In some embodiments, transceiver
318 operates as main transceiver 118 as described above in
FIG. 1 or one of transceivers 218-1-218-N in FIG. 2. Trans-
ceiver 318 includes a downstream path that is able to convert
a digital downstream signal that is at an intermediate fre-
quency to an analog downstream signal that is at a radio
frequency. Also, transceiver 318 includes an upstream path
that is able to convert an analog upstream signal that is at a
radio frequency to a digital upstream signal that is at an
intermediate frequency. Further, transceiver 318 includes a
diplexer 354 coupled to both the upstream and downstream
paths, which diplexer 354 is also coupled to an antenna for
transmission and reception of both upstream and downstream
radio frequency signals. In at least one embodiment, trans-
ceiver 318 includes a power detector 356. Power detector 356
is capable of measuring the power of received signals through
the upstream path and the power of signals to be transmitted
through the downstream path. Power detector 356 transmits
readings of the detected power to a controller 322 such as
controller 122 in FIG. 1 or controller 222 in FIG. 2.

In certain embodiments, to convert signals from an analog
radio frequency signal to a digital radio frequency signal, the
upstream path includes a filter 372 coupled to receive radio
frequency signals from diplexer 354. Filter 372 filters the
radio frequency signal and passes the filtered signal to an
amplifier 370 and another filter 368. In at least one imple-
mentation, the level of amplification is controlled by control-
ler 322. After being amplified and filtered by amplifier 370
and filter 368, the signal is attenuated by an attenuator 366
and mixed down to an intermediate frequency by mixer 364.
The intermediate frequency is then filtered by filter 362 and
then digitally sampled by analog to digital converter 360. The
digital samples are then sent to either controller 322 or the
system controller of the DAS for down conversion and pro-
cessing.

In a further embodiment, to convert a signal from a digital
intermediate frequency signal to an analog radio frequency
signal, the downstream path receives two digital intermediate
frequency signals that are converted to analog intermediate
frequency signals by digital to analog converters 340. The two
analog intermediate frequency signals are then mixed to a
radio frequency and combined by mixer 342. After mixing to
the radio frequency, the signals are filtered by filter 344 and
attenuated by attenuator 346. The downstream signal is then
amplified by amplifiers 348 and 350 and then filtered by filter
352. In at least one implementation, the level of amplification
is controlled by controller 322. The analog radio frequency
signal is then sent to diplexer 354 for transmission through an
antenna to a downstream mobile device.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a scanning receiver 420
according to one embodiment. In some embodiments, scan-
ning receiver 420 operates as uplink scanning receiver 220 as
described above in FIG. 2 or scanning receiver 120 in FIG. 1.
Further, certain components of the scanning receiver 420, as
described herein, are controlled by a controller 422, which
controller 422, in some embodiments, functions as controller
122 in FIG. 1 or controller 222 in FIG. 2. In certain embodi-
ments, scanning receiver 420 includes an amplifier 430,
which amplifier 430 amplifies a signal received from the
environment of a remote unit. Further, scanning receiver 420
uses an attenuator 432 to attenuate the signal before mixing
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the signal to an intermediate frequency using mixer 434.
Mixer 434 is tunable through multiple frequency bands such
that mixer 434 can mix signals received in a desired frequency
band down to the desired intermediate frequency. In at least
one implementation, controller 422 controls the tuning fre-
quency of mixer 434. When the signal is mixed down to the
intermediate frequency, a filter 436 filters the intermediate
frequency signal and analog to digital converter 438 samples
the analog intermediate frequency signal to acquire digital
samples of the intermediate frequency signal. Scanning
receiver 420 provides the digital samples to controller 422. In
certain embodiments, scanning receiver 420 provides real
and imaginary samples by including two analog to digital
converters that digitally sample both an in phase signal and a
quadrature signal.

FIG. 5 provides a flow chart for a method 500 of one
embodiment of the present invention for adjusting the perfor-
mance in a distributed antenna system. The method 500
begins at 502 with tuning a receive frequency of a scanning
receiver in a remote unit to receive signals in a frequency
band, wherein the scanning receiver is tunable to receive
signals in a plurality of frequency bands. For example, a
controller in a remote unit tunes the receive frequency of a
scanning receiver in a remote unit to receive signals in a
frequency band, where the scanning receiver is capable of
receiving signals in multiple frequency bands. The method
500 proceeds to 504 with measuring characteristics of the
signals received in the plurality of frequency bands. For
example, when the scanning receiver receives signals, the
scanning receiver digitizes the signals for processing by a
controller of the remote unit. The controller processes the
digitized signals and gathers characteristics of the signal that
describe whether there is an interfering signal present at the
frequency band, the frequency of any interfering signals, the
amplitude of the interfering signals, and the like.

The method 500 proceeds to 506 with transmitting the
measured characteristics to a system controller. In at least one
exemplary implementation, the controller of the remote unit
transmits the measured characteristics to a system controller
that controls the operation of the distributed antenna system.
The method 500 proceeds to 508 with setting transmission
power and uplink gain for at least one transceiver based on the
measured characteristics, where the at least one transceiver is
configured to communicate radio frequency signals with
mobile devices. For example, the system controller uses the
characterization of interfering signals received from the
remote units to determine a transmission power level of the
transceivers on the remote units that has a large enough mag-
nitude to overcome the measured interference. In at least one
implementation, method 600 is performed during a startup
phase of the distributed antenna system, before the distributed
antenna system begins normal operation.

FIG. 6 provides a flow chart for a method 600 of one
embodiment of the present invention for adjusting the perfor-
mance in a distributed antenna system. The method 600
begins at 602 with transmitting a signal in a frequency band
from a first transceiver in a first remote unit. For example, a
first remote unit transmits a signal, where the frequency ofthe
transmitted signal is in a particular frequency band. The
method 600 proceeds to 604 with tuning a second scanning
receiver in a second remote unit to the frequency band,
wherein the second remote unit includes the second scanning
receiver and a second transceiver. For example, on a second
remote unit, the controller on the second remote unit tunes a
scanning receiver to the same frequency band that is associ-
ated with the transmitted signal on the first remote unit.
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The method 600 proceeds to 606 with determining a power
level of the signal received at the second remote unit. In at
least one exemplary implementation, the scanning receiver on
the second remote unit digitizes the signal and passes the
signal to the controller on the second remote unit. The con-
troller then processes the digitized signal to measure the
power level and transmits that information to the system
controller of the distributed antenna system. The method 600
proceeds to 608 with adjusting a transmission power level of
the first transceiver in the first remote unit based on the
determined power level. For example, the system controller
adjusts the transmission power of the first remote unit and the
second remote unit in relation to each other to prevent signals
transmitted from the first and second remote units from inter-
fering with the operation of the first and second remote units.
In at least one implementation, the processes described that
are associated with method 600 are performed during the
startup of the distributed antenna system, before the distrib-
uted antenna system begins normal operation.

FIG. 7 provides a flow chart for a method 700 of one
embodiment of the present invention for adjusting the perfor-
mance in a distributed antenna system. The method 700
begins at 702 with receiving a signal from an external signal
source, where the external signal source communicates with
the distributed antenna system by communicating with a
remote unit. For example, the transceivers on a remote unit
receive a signal from an external signal source, where the
external signal source communicates with the distributed
antenna system by communicating with a remote unit. For
instance, the external signal source could be a mobile device,
a cell tower signal, another distributed antenna system, and
the like. The method 700 proceeds at 704 with monitoring a
limiter in the remote unit. In at least one implementation, the
signal received by the transceiver on the remote unit from the
external signal source has enough power to engage a limiter in
the transceiver, where the limiter is monitored by a controller
on the distributed antenna system.

The method 700 proceeds at 706 with determining how
often the signal engages the limiter. For example, as the
controller monitors the limiter on the transceiver, the control-
ler determines how often the limiter engages for signals
received on a particular frequency band. In some implemen-
tations, the determination of how often the limiter engages is
transmitted to a system controller for the distributed antenna
system, like a host unit. The method 700 then proceeds at 708
with adjusting a gain level for received signals in the remote
unit based on the determination of how often the signal
engages the limiter. For example, either the controller on the
remote unit or the system controller for the distributed
antenna system can send commands to the transceiver to
decrease the gain of the transceiver during normal operation
inresponse to a received signal from an external signal source
that engages the limiter too frequently within a period of time.
In at least one implementation, the process described in asso-
ciation with method 700 is performed during the normal
operation of the distributed antenna system.

FIG. 8 provides a flow chart for a method 800 of one
embodiment of the present invention for adjusting the perfor-
mance in a distributed antenna system. The method 800
begins at 802 with monitoring operation of a remote unit in
the distributed antenna system. For example, a controller on a
remote unit monitors the transceivers on the remote unit to
verify that they are operating correctly. The method 800 pro-
ceeds at 804 with determining when a failure occurs in the
remote unit. The method 800 then proceeds to 806 with gen-
erating an alarm, wherein the alarm notifies a system control-
ler for the distributed antenna system that a failure has
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occurred in the remote unit. If a failure occurs on the remote
unit, where a failure can be a global failure that affects the
entire remote unit or a localized failure that affects a single
transceiver, the controller generates an alarm. In at least one
implementation, the controller generates the alarm and noti-
fies the system controller that a failure occurred on the remote
unit. The method 800 proceeds to 808 with adjusting the
operation of adjacent remote units in the distributed antenna
system to compensate for the failure in the remote unit,
wherein the adjacent remote units are spatially adjacent to the
remote unit. For example, when the system controller
receives an alarm from a remote unit, the system controller
sends commands to remote unit controllers on remote units
that are adjacent to the remote unit with the failure to increase
the transmission power and receiving gain to compensate for
the remote unit failure. In at least one implementation, the
processes described in association with method 800 are per-
formed during normal operation of the distributed antenna
system.

Example Embodiments

Example 1 includes a method for adjusting performance in
a distributed antenna system, the method comprising adjust-
ing the performance of at least one remote unit in the distrib-
uted antenna system during a startup phase based on a spectral
environment of the at least one remote unit, wherein the
spectral environment is monitored with a scanning receiver
on the at least one remote unit; and adjusting the performance
of'the atleast one remote unit during a normal operation phase
of the at least one remote unit.

Example 2 includes the method of Example 1, wherein
adjusting the performance of the at least one remote unit
during the startup phase comprises scanning the spectral envi-
ronment of the at least one remote unit, the at least one remote
unit set to scan in at least one frequency band for an interfer-
ing signal.

Example 3 includes the method of Example 2, wherein
scanning the spectral environment for an interfering signal
comprises tuning a receive frequency of a scanning receiver
in the at least one remote unit to receive signals in a frequency
band in the at least one frequency band; measuring charac-
teristics of the signal received in the frequency band; and
transmitting the measured characteristics to a system control-
ler of the distributed antenna system.

Example 4 includes the method of Example 3, wherein
adjusting the operation of the at least one remote unit com-
prises setting transmission power and uplink gain for at least
one transceiver in the at least one remote unit, wherein the at
least one transceiver is configured to communicate radio fre-
quency signals with mobile devices.

Example 5 includes the method of any of Examples 3-4,
wherein tuning the receive frequency comprises tuning the
scanning receiver to receive signals in a plurality of different
frequency bands.

Example 6 includes the method of any of Examples 3-5,
wherein measuring characteristics of the signal comprises
determining whether the signal is an interfering signal; deter-
mining the frequency of the signal; determining the ampli-
tude of the signal; and compiling the measured characteristics
in a transmissible format.

Example 7 includes the method of Example 6, wherein the
transmissible format comprises an information table.

Example 8 includes the method of Example 7, further
comprising transmitting the information table to a system
controller for the remote unit.
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Example 9 includes the method of any of Examples 1-8,
wherein adjusting the performance of the at least one remote
unit during the startup phase comprises comparing reception
power of remote unit signals received by at least one remote
unit, wherein the remote unit signal was transmitted by a
different remote unit in the distributed antenna system.

Example 10 includes the method of Example 9, wherein
comparing reception power of remote antenna unit signals
comprises transmitting a signal in a frequency band from a
transceiver on a first remote unit; tuning a second remote
scanning receiver in a second remote unit to the frequency
band, wherein the second remote unit includes at least one
transceiver; and determining a power level of the signal
received at the second remote unit.

Example 11 includes the method of Example 10, wherein
adjusting the operation of the at least one remote unit com-
prises adjusting a transmission power level of the transceiver
in the first remote unit based on the determined power level.

Example 12 includes the method of any of Examples
10-11, further comprising transmitting a second signal in a
second frequency band from the at least one transceiver in the
second remote unit; tuning a first remote scanning receiver in
the first remote unit to the second frequency band; determin-
ing a second power level of the second signal received at the
first remote unit; and adjusting the second transmission power
level of the at least one transceiver in the second remote unit
based on the second power level.

Example 13 includes the method of any of Examples 1-12,
wherein adjusting the performance of the at least one remote
unit during the normal operation phase comprises monitoring
the power of signals received by the at least one remote unit
from an external signal source.

Example 14 includes the method of Example 13, wherein
monitoring the power of signals received in the at least one
remote antenna unit from the external signal source com-
prises receiving a signal from the external signal source,
wherein the external signal source communicates with the
distributed antenna system by communicating with the at
least one remote unit; monitoring a limiter in the at least one
remote unit; and determining how often the signal engages
the limiter.

Example 15 includes the method of Example 14, wherein
adjusting the operation of the at least one remote unit com-
prises adjusting a gain level for received signals in the remote
unit based on the determination of how often the signal
engages the limiter.

Example 16 includes the method of any of Examples 1-15,
wherein adjusting the performance of the at least one remote
unit during the normal operation phase comprises monitoring
the at least one remote unit for a failure in at least one fre-
quency band.

Example 17 includes the method of Example 16, wherein
monitoring the at least one remote unit for failure of the at
least one frequency band comprises monitoring operation of
the at least one remote unit in the distributed antenna system;
determining when a failure occurs in the at least one remote
unit; and generating an alarm, wherein the alarm notifies a
system controller for the distributed antenna system that a
failure has occurred in the at least one remote unit.

Example 18 includes the method of Example 17, wherein
adjusting the operation of the at least one remote unit com-
prises adjusting the operation of adjacent remote units in the
distributed antenna system to compensate for the failure in the
remote unit, wherein the adjacent remote units are spatially
adjacent to the remote unit.

Example 19 includes the method of Example 18, wherein
compensating for the failure in the remote unit comprises
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increasing transmission power of the at least one frequency
band in the adjacent remote units.

Example 20 includes a distributed antenna system, the
system comprising a host unit configured to control the opera-
tion of the distributed antenna system; a plurality of remote
units coupled to the host unit, wherein a remote unit in the
plurality of remote antenna units comprises a scanning
receiver configured to receive signals in a plurality of fre-
quency bands; at least one transceiver configured to transmit
and receive signals in a frequency band in the plurality of
frequency bands; and a remote unit controller configured to
control an uplink gain level of the at least one transceiver and
tune the scanning receiver to a frequency band in the plurality
of frequency bands.

Example 21 includes the system of Example 20, wherein
the scanning receiver digitizes the received signals and trans-
mits them to the remote unit controller.

Example 22 includes the system of Example 21, wherein
the remote unit controller processes the digitized signal to
gather characterizing information, wherein the characterizing
information describes the received signals.

Example 23 includes the system of Example 22, wherein
the characterizing information describes at least one of a
frequency for the received signals; an amplitude for the
received signals; and a determination as to whether the signal
is an interfering signal.

Example 24 includes the system of any of Examples 22-23,
wherein the remote unit controller transmits the characteriz-
ing information to the host unit.

Example 25 includes the system of Example 24, wherein
the host unit determines adjustments for the performance of
the plurality of remote units based on the characterizing infor-
mation received from each remote unit controller in the plu-
rality of remote units.

Example 26 includes the system of any of Examples 20-25,
wherein the remote unit controller is at least one of a field
programmable gate array; a microcontroller; a digital signal
processor; and a general purpose processor.

Example 27 includes the system of any of Examples 20-26,
wherein the host unit is configured to compare reception
power of remote antenna unit signals received by at least one
remote unit, wherein the remote antenna unit signal was
transmitted by a different remote antenna unit in the distrib-
uted antenna system.

Example 28 includes the system of any of Examples 20-27,
wherein the host unit is configured to monitor the power of
signals received in at least one remote antenna unit from an
external signal source.

Example 29 includes the system of any of Examples 20-28,
wherein the at least one transceiver comprises a power detec-
tor configured to measure the power of at least one of the
transmitted signals and the received signals.

Example 30 includes a method for a adjusting the perfor-
mance of a distributed antenna system, the method compris-
ing tuning a receive frequency of a scanning receiver in a
remote unit to receive signals in a frequency band, wherein
the scanning receiver is tunable to receive signals in a plural-
ity of frequency bands; measuring characteristics of the sig-
nals received in the plurality of frequency bands; transmitting
the measured characteristics to a system controller; setting
transmission power and uplink gain for at least one trans-
ceiver based on the measured characteristics, where the at
least one transceiver is configured to communicate radio fre-
quency signals with mobile devices.

Example 31 includes the method of Example 30, wherein
measuring characteristics of the signal comprises determin-
ing whether the signal is an interfering signal; determining



US 9,306,682 B2

15

the frequency of the signal; determining the amplitude of the
signal; and compiling the measured characteristics in a trans-
missible format.

Example 32 includes the method of Example 31, wherein
the transmissible format comprises an information table.

Example 33 includes the method of Example 32, compris-
ing transmitting the information table to a system controller
for the remote unit.

Example 34 includes a remote unit, the remote unit com-
prising at least one transceiver configured to communicate
radio frequency signals with mobile devices, wherein each
transceiver in the at least one transceiver is configured to
transmit and receive signals in a particular frequency band; a
scanning receiver that is tunable to receive radio frequency
signals in a plurality of frequency bands, wherein the plurality
of frequency bands comprises frequency bands associated
withthe at least one transceiver; and a controller configured to
tune the scanning receiver to a frequency band in the plurality
of frequency bands.

Example 35 includes the system of Example 34, wherein
the controller processes the digitized signal to gather charac-
terizing information, wherein the characterizing information
describes the received signals.

Example 36 includes the system of Example 35, wherein
the characterizing information describes at least one of a
frequency for the received signals; an amplitude for the
received signals; and a determination as to whether the signal
is an interfering signal.

Example 37 includes the system of any of Examples 35-36,
wherein the remote unit controller transmits the characteriz-
ing information to a system controller for a distributed
antenna system.

Example 38 includes the system of Example 37, wherein
the controller receives adjustments for the at least one trans-
ceiver from the system controller.

Example 39 includes the system of any of Examples 34-38,
wherein the controller is at least one of a field programmable
gate array; a microcontroller; a digital signal processor; and a
general purpose processor.

Example 40 includes the system of any of Examples 34-39,
wherein the at least one transceiver comprises a power detec-
tor configured to measure the power of at least one of the
transmitted signals and the received signals.

Example 41 includes the system of any of Examples 34-40,
wherein the scanning receiver mixes the received radio fre-
quency signals to an intermediate frequency before filtering.

Example 42 includes the system of any of Examples 34-41,
wherein the scanning receiver provides both an in phase digi-
tal signal and a quadrature digital signal to the controller.

Example 43 includes the system of any of Examples 34-42,
wherein the scanning receiver is operable during a startup
phase for the remote unit and is not in operation during a
normal operation phase of the remote unit.

Example 44 includes a method for adjusting the perfor-
mance of a distributed antenna system, the method compris-
ing transmitting a signal in a frequency band from a first
transceiver in a first remote unit; tuning a second scanning
receiver in a second remote unit to the frequency band,
wherein the second remote unit includes the second scanning
receiver and a second transceiver; determining a power level
of'the signal received at the second remote unit; and adjusting
a transmission power level of the first transceiver in the first
remote unit based on the determined power level.

Example 45 includes the method of Example 44, further
comprising transmitting a second signal in a second fre-
quency band from the second transceiver; tuning a first
remote scanning receiver in the first remote unit to the second
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frequency band; determining a second power level of the
second signal received at the first remote unit; and adjusting
the second transmission power level of the second transceiver
in the second remote unit based on the second power level.

Example 46 includes a method for adjusting the perfor-
mance of a distributed antenna system, the method compris-
ing receiving a signal from an external signal source, where
the external signal source communicates with the distributed
antenna system by communicating with a remote unit; moni-
toring a limiter in the remote unit; determining how often the
signal engages the limiter; and adjusting a gain level for
received signals in the remote unit based on the determination
of how often the signal engages the limiter.

Example 47 includes the method of 46, wherein determin-
ing how often the signal engages the limiter comprises deter-
mining how often the limiter is engaged during a time period;
determining that the gain level is too high when the limiter
engages more times than a threshold limit for engagement of
the limiter.

Example 48 includes a method for adjusting the perfor-
mance of a distributed antenna system, the method compris-
ing monitoring operation of a remote unit in the distributed
antenna system; determining when a failure occurs in the
remote unit; generating an alarm, wherein the alarm notifies a
system controller for the distributed antenna system that a
failure has occurred in the remote unit; and adjusting the
operation of adjacent remote units in the distributed antenna
system to compensate for the failure in the remote unit,
wherein the adjacent remote units are spatially adjacent to the
remote unit.

Example 49 includes the method of Example 48, wherein
compensating for the failure in the remote unit comprises
increasing transmission power of the at least one frequency
band in the adjacent remote units.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement, which is calculated to
achieve the same purpose, may be substituted for the specific
embodiment shown. This application is intended to cover any
adaptations or variations of the present invention. Therefore,
it is manifestly intended that this invention be limited only by
the claims and the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for adjusting performance in a distributed
antenna system, the method comprising:

adjusting the performance of one or more remote units in

the distributed antenna system during a startup phase
based on a spectral environment of the one or more
remote units, wherein the spectral environment is moni-
tored with a scanning receiver on the one or more remote
units; and

adjusting the performance of the one or more remote units

during a normal operation phase of the one or more
remote units;

wherein adjusting the performance of the one or more

remote units during at least one of the startup phase and
the normal operation phase comprises setting transmis-
sion power and uplink gain for one or more transceivers
in the one or more remote units based on measurements
of the spectral environment acquired by one or more
scanning receivers in the one or more remote units,
wherein setting the uplink gain for the one or more trans-
ceivers during the normal operation phase comprises at
least one of:
adjusting the uplink gain based on a number of times an
uplink limiter engages within a specified time period;
and
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adjusting the uplink gain based on a failure of one or
more of the plurality of remote units;

wherein the one or more transceivers are configured to

communicate radio frequency signals with mobile
devices.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein adjusting the perfor-

mance of the one or more remote units during the startup

phase comprises scanning the spectral environment of the one

or more remote units, the one or more remote units set to scan
10

in at least one frequency band for an interfering signal.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein scanning the spectral
environment for an interfering signal comprises:

tuning a receive frequency of the scanning receiver in the

one or more remote units to receive signals in frequency
band in the at least one frequency band;

measuring characteristics of the signal received in the fre-

quency band; and

transmitting the measured characteristics to a system con-

troller of the distributed antenna system.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein tuning the receive fre-
quency comprises tuning the scanning receiver to receive
signals in a plurality of different frequency bands.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein measuring characteris-
tics of the signal comprises at least one of:

determining whether the signal is an interfering signal;

determining the frequency of the signal;

determining the amplitude of the signal; and

compiling the measured characteristics in a transmissible

format.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the transmissible format
comprises an information table.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising transmitting
the information table to a system controller for the one or
more remote units.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein adjusting the perfor-
mance of the one or more remote units during the startup
phase comprises comparing reception power of remote unit
signals received by a remote unit in the one or more remote
units, wherein the remote unit signal was transmitted by a
different remote unit in the one or more remote units in the
distributed antenna system.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein comparing reception
power of remote antenna unit signals comprises:

transmitting a signal in a frequency band from one or more

transceivers on a first remote unit in the one or more
remote units;

tuning a second remote scanning receiver in a second

remote unit in the one or more remote units to the fre-
quency band, wherein the second remote unit includes at
least one transceiver; and

determining a power level of the signal received at the

second remote unit.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein adjusting the operation
of the one or more remote units comprises adjusting a trans-
mission power level of the transceiver in the first remote unit
based on the determined power level.

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

transmitting a second signal in a second frequency band

from at least one transceiver in the second remote unit;
tuning a first remote scanning receiver in the first remote
unit to the second frequency band;

determining a second power level of the second signal

received at the first remote unit; and

adjusting the second transmission power level of the at

least one transceiver in the second remote unit based on
the second power level.
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12. The method of claim 1, wherein adjusting the perfor-
mance of the one or more remote units during the normal
operation phase comprises monitoring the power of signals
received by the at least one remote unit from an external
signal source.

13. A distributed antenna system, the system comprising:

a host unit configured to control the operation of the dis-

tributed antenna system;

a plurality of remote units coupled to the host unit, wherein

a remote unit in the plurality of remote antenna units
comprises:
a scanning receiver configured to receive a plurality of
signals in a plurality of frequency bands;
at least one transceiver configured to transmit and
receive signals in a frequency band in the plurality of
frequency bands; and
a remote unit controller configured to control an uplink
gain level of the at least one transceiver and tune the
scanning receiver to a frequency band in the plurality
of frequency bands, wherein the remote unit control-
ler controls the uplink gain level during a normal
operation phase for the plurality of remote units based
on at least one of:
adjusting the uplink gain level based on a number of
times an uplink limiter engages within a specified
time period; and
adjusting the uplink gain level based on a failure of
one or more of the plurality of remote units.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the scanning receiver
digitizes the received signals and transmits them to the remote
unit controller.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the remote unit con-
troller processes the digitized signal to gather characterizing
information, wherein the characterizing information
describes the received signals.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the characterizing
information describes at least one of:

a frequency for the received signals;

an amplitude for the received signals; and

a determination as to whether the signal is an interfering

signal.

17. The system of claim 15, wherein the remote unit con-
troller transmits the characterizing information to the host
unit.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the host unit deter-
mines adjustments for the performance of the plurality of
remote units based on the characterizing information received
from each remote unit controller in the plurality of remote
units.

19. The system of claim 13, wherein the remote unit con-
troller is at least one of:

a field programmable gate array;

a microcontroller;

a digital signal processor; and

a general purpose processor.

20. The system of claim 13, wherein the host unit is con-
figured to compare reception power of remote antenna unit
signals received by one or more remote units in the plurality
of remote units, wherein the remote antenna unit signal was
transmitted by a different remote antenna unit in the distrib-
uted antenna system.

21. The system of claim 13, wherein the host unit is con-
figured to monitor the power of signals received in one or
more remote antenna units in the plurality of remote units
from an external signal source.
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22. The system of claim 13, wherein the at least one trans-
ceiver comprises a power detector configured to measure the
power of at least one of the transmitted signals and the
received signals.

23. A method for adjusting the performance of a distributed
antenna system, the method comprising:

tuning a receive frequency of a scanning receiver in one or
more remote units to receive signals in a frequency band,
wherein the scanning receiver is tunable to receive sig-
nals in a plurality of frequency bands;

measuring characteristics of the signals received in the
plurality of frequency bands;

transmitting the measured characteristics to a system con-
troller;

setting transmission power and uplink gain for at least one
transceiver in the one or more remote units based on-the
measured characteristics and setting the uplink gain dur-
ing a normal operation phase based on at least one of:
a number of times an uplink limiter engages within a

specified time period; and
a failure of one or more of the one or more remote units;
wherein the at least one transceiver is configured to com-
municate radio frequency signals with mobile devices.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein measuring character-
istics of the signal comprises at least one of:

determining whether the signal is an interfering signal;

determining the frequency of the signal;

determining the amplitude of the signal; and

compiling the measured characteristics in a transmissible
format.

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the transmissible

format comprises an information table.

26. The method of claim 25, comprising transmitting the
information table to a system controller for the one or more
remote unit.

27. A remote unit, the remote unit comprising:

at least one transceiver configured to communicate radio
frequency signals with mobile devices, wherein each
transceiver in the at least one transceiver is configured to
transmit and receive signals in a particular frequency
band;

a scanning receiver that is tunable to receive radio fre-
quency signals in a plurality of frequency bands,
wherein the plurality of frequency bands comprises fre-
quency bands associated with the at least one trans-
ceiver; and

a controller configured to tune the scanning receiver to a
frequency band in the plurality of frequency bands,
wherein the controller sets an uplink gain for the at least
one transceiver during a normal operation phase based
on at least one of:

anumber of times an uplink limiter engages within a speci-
fied time period; and

a failure of another remote unit.

28. The system of claim 27, wherein the controller pro-
cesses the digitized signal to gather characterizing informa-
tion, wherein the characterizing information describes the
received signals.

29. The system of claim 28, wherein the characterizing
information describes at least one of:
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a frequency for the received signals;

an amplitude for the received signals; and

a determination as to whether the signal is an interfering

signal.

30. The system of claim 28, wherein the remote unit con-
troller transmits the characterizing information to a system
controller for a distributed antenna system.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein the controller receives
adjustments for the at least one transceiver from the system
controller.

32. The system of claim 27, wherein the controller is at
least one of:

a field programmable gate array;

a microcontroller;

a digital signal processor; and

a general purpose processor.

33. The system of claim 27, wherein the at least one trans-
ceiver comprises a power detector configured to measure the
power of at least one of the transmitted signals and the
received signals.

34. The system of claim 27, wherein the scanning receiver
mixes the received radio frequency signals to an intermediate
frequency before filtering.

35. The system of claim 27, wherein the scanning receiver
provides both an in phase digital signal and a quadrature
digital signal to the controller.

36. The system of claim 27, wherein the scanning receiver
is operable during a startup phase for the remote unit and is
not in operation during a normal operation phase of the
remote unit.

37. A method for adjusting the performance of a distributed
antenna system, the method comprising:

transmitting a signal in a frequency band from a first trans-

ceiver in a first remote unit;

tuning a second scanning receiver in a second remote unit

to the frequency band, wherein the second remote unit
includes the second scanning receiver and a second
transceiver,

determining a power level of the signal received at the

second remote unit; and

adjusting a transmission power level of the first transceiver

in the first remote unit based on the determined power
level; and

adjusting an uplink gain for the first transceiver during the

normal operation phase of the first transceiver based on

at least one of:

a number of times an uplink limiter engages within a
specified time period; and

a failure of the second remote unit.

38. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

transmitting a second signal in a second frequency band

from the second transceiver;

tuning a first remote scanning receiver in the first remote

unit to the second frequency band;

determining a second power level of the second signal

received at the first remote unit; and

adjusting the second transmission power level of the sec-

ond transceiver in the second remote unit based on the
second power level.
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